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remains hidden and intangible. With rare hypo-
crisy, we found moralities upon principles of
duty, of justice, of love, of the fear of heaven and
of hell. Strip them and we shall discover, be-
neath all these artifices, the true motive of life,
the search for happiness. Therefore, let us grant
happiness openly the dominant place, since,
victorious, it has resisted and is resisting all the
attempts to stifle it.

IV. The aim of science, in general, and that of
morality, in particular, consists in releasing the
truth of facts and feelings, but not in veiling these
facts, or in making them forcibly return into
preconceived ideas.

Man owes all that he is to the vanished genera-
tions. This debt he must, in turn, repay to those
that will follow. He does not imagine himself with-
out the dead who have disappeared, the living who
surround him or those who will come after him.
He has sacred debts to the dead, and duties to the
living. This solidarity between the dead and the
living, and between the living themselves, is thrust
upon him in his every act and in his every thought.

Moreover, experience teaches him that his
happiness is only the result of the happiness of
the community. In the same way that he was
shaped by the vanished generations, he depends